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Madam Speaker, as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Jamaica’s
foreign exchange inflows from
tourism are projected to fall by 74%
or US$2.5 billion in 2020/21.

“In 2019/20 we earned US$3.4 billion
from tourism but in 2020/21 we are
expected to earn only US$874 million
or approximately one quarter of
2019/20 earnings.
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(US is largest COVAX donor)







cy e One pattern that stands out is the

L7 F way in which U.S. attention to the

. F region fluctuates between obsession

¥ and disinterest. | have referred to this

P pattern as a "whirlpool," a whirling

eddy, which occasionally sucks the

. United States into a vortex of crisis

= F Where it becomes preoccupied by small
“F Caribbean nations or their leaders.

U.S. Presidents react to the crises with

security, political, and economic

programsthat have historical

s=p antecedents even if the policymakers of

=K the time are not aware of them
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